

Dr Kina Slain by One Elan, Author Says at Book Luncheon 

IS * • ^ she has not been “overly 


' By FRANCIS M. LORDAN 
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An author who investigated 
the assassination of Dr. Mar- 
tin Luther King said on Tues- 
day that the killing was not 
the end product of a conspir- 

Gerold Frank told the In- 
quirer Book and Author 
luncheon in the Bellevue 
Stratford that he has con- 
cluded the assassination was 
carried out by one man 

alone. , 

“James Earl Ray, the 
inept hillbilly, did it and did it 
alone,” Frank said. 

Franks book, “An Ameri- 
can Death,” has just been 
published on the 1968 assassi- 
nation of the civil rights 
leader in Memphis, Term. 

FRANK SAID that most 
Americans tend to think im- 
mediately of a conspiracy 
when a national leader is as- 
sassinated. But he said he 
had also concluded that the 
assassinations of President 
fie ri n edy and Sen. Robert F. 
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GEROLD FRANK 
... no conspiracy 

Kennedy were not conspira- 
cies. 

In each case, he added, the 
assassin, who was nabbed in 
all three cases, was inter- 
ested in making his name in 
history. 

The ballroom of the Belle- 
vue was jammed for the 
final session in the 1971-72 se- 


BARBARA REX 
. . . caustic report 

ries of luncheons. 

The other authors in- 
cluded Mrs. Barbara Rex, 
a Philadelphian; Elia 
Kazan, actor, author, pro- 
ducer and director, and 
Chaim Potok, a rabbi 
turned author, who is a 
Philadelphia resident. 

Mrs. Rex, who has used 


popular with the frilly 
hats” since she wTote her 
two books. 

Kazan, who has won two 
Academy Awards, de- 
scribed the manipulations 
he had to go through to 
“peddle” his two best sell- 
ers. But in the long run, he 
said, the wise author will 
ignore the critics. 


ELIA KAZAN 
. . . two best sellers 

Philadelphia society for the 
background of two of her 
novels, gave a caustic re- 
port on the doings of the 
Main Liners and Chestnut 
Hill residents, the old fami- 
lies who have become 
known as the city’s estab- 
lishment. 

IN PHILADELPHIA, she 


CHAIM POTOK 
. relatives dismayed 

said, it is who yon are re- 
lated to that counts. But 
she also noted that the 
men and women of the 
prominent families are also 
hard workers for charities, 
city projects and the var- 
ious civic boards they con- 
rol. 

MRS. REX SAID that 


KAZAN PUBLISHED his 
first book in 1962. He be- 
came best known as an au- 
thor in his book, “The Ar- 
rangement,” and this has 
been followed by “The As- 
sassins.” 

Potok described his 
growing up in New York 
City in the Jewish tradi- 
tion, and his decision to be- 
come an author of fiction, 
which was greeted with 
dismay by his relatives 
and teachers. Currently, he 
is the editor of the Jewish 
Publication Society of 
America. 
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